A Night and a lake mirroring the festivity of the season

All who graduate from Peking University Shenzhen graduate school in a few years and time to come will share a legacy as well as a personalized metaphor for glamour, unity and festivity in the air: the annual Christmas and new year party on the mirror lake (although there have been qualms about calling this a lake, and not a pond).

The event organized on Friday eve, the 21st is our school’s own tradition of celebrating the Christmas season. It started off with a  vigor of youth and glitz and continued to warm the hearts of the whole Peking community throughout the evening as performance after performance pumped up the excitement and the festive spirit.

From the magnanimous stage and lighting to shame an Oscar’s event,  elaborate ball gown dresses of the hosts, glitz and glitter on every possible fabric that got on the stage, to the  necessary mention of the raffles with tech savvy rewards of ipad minis and iphones( since one of the authors was a lucky winner). Glamour was imprinted in big and bold letters all over the ‘ Night on the mirror lake’.

The fancy dress parade, the Roman soldiers’ march, the waltz and songs; I need not to go into detail because everyone on campus was there. If there is to be an example of something that brought each and everyone who is part of Peking, from either the Law school, Business School, School of energy or Social sciences, nothing is better than the ‘Night on the Mirror Lake’.

However, we at the Nanyan are interested in a little bit more of superlatives and found some of the performances superbly unique. Here goes a little evaluation ;

The most jubilant dance - Cheerleading Judas by Cheerleading Troupe

The dance is the opening dance of mirror lake party. Fourteen dancers from the cheerleading troupe wear the uniform sport shirts and wave the gold cheerleading balls to usher in the new year. And their enthusiasm,big smiles and infectious joy rippled through the crowd. Since we all have gone through "the end of the world", December 21, 2012, it is really worth celebrating.

The most beautiful song - "She Came to Hear My Heart" by Mengye Wang

Mengye Wang a.k.a the King of Song in HSBC School of Business since his singing at the welcome party brightened the eve with yet another display of his talent. His song told the story of a woman's love from 17-year old till old age.  

The most youthful dance - "Oh,, Girl Style" by Hip-hop Troupe 

"Oh,, Girl Style" is quite similar to the recently most well-known dance, Gangnam Style, in terms of dance name. And the performance did not disappoint its audiences by living up to the Gangnam fever and also combining its own unique ch-aracteristics. The up beat music plays,, an entourage of  seemingly teenage dancers with cute high school outfits and hairstyles to match, impressed the audience with their ability to travel back in time and become 14 year olds. 

The most elegant instrumental performances - "Cotton Eyed Joe" by ensemble of Western Instruments and "Ask for Love" by ensemble of traditional instruments.

Performances like this set against the dazzling stage obliges us to recognize that the students from Peking University are really versatile and talented. They usually maintain a low profile but surprise you on occasions like this. And you would probably say that, "Oh, are the performers on the stage really my classmates?" In the performance of "Cotton Eyed Joe", three performers play the violin, one plays the accordion, and one plays the electronic organ; in the performance of "Ask for Love", one performer plays the erhu (a kind of Chinese music instrument), one performer plays the Chinese lute, one performer plays the Guzheng, and three play the flute. 

The most nationalistic performance - "Martial Arts" by Peking University Fitness Association

Martial arts is one of Chinese national cultural heritage. And China has a long history of martial arts. Chinese people are keen on novels, television plays and films about martial arts. And PKU fitness association allows us to enjoy the performance of shadow-boxing, swordsmanship and cudgel play, which are an epitome of extensive and profound martial arts culture.

The most harmonious chorus - "A Story of Spring" by faulty and student representatives

The song of "A Story of Spring" is very famous and significant. The story tells that Deng Xiaoping, the chief architect for China's reform and opening up as well as modernization, designated Shenzhen as a special economic zone in 1979 and came to Shenzhen and delivered an important speech in 1992; both events provide the hope of a rich strong and prosperous China  for Chinese people, not only promoting the rapid development of Shenzhen but also accelerating the fast economic growth all around the nation. Thus, singing this song helps us review the reform process in the past two or three decades, and look forward to the future.

The most harmonious dance - "Bleeding Love" by Hip-hop troupe and international students

In this performance, a beautiful girl is paired with a handsome boy to dance together. The highlight is that a ch-arming Chinese girl, Evelyn, dances with a handsome international student, Jacob Wenzel. And they cooperate very well and show the beauty of jazz dance. I guess international students have blended into Chinese campus life quite well.    

An evaluation will not be complete without a bit of critique here and there. The above performances did not fail to catch the attention of all who were present and warmed the hearts of many while entertained some others in a lot of different ways.

However, some acts were disappointing and failed to capture the attention of those watching and much to our dismay provided fuel for a little mock session by some. A few singers did a good job boring everyone and some dutifully tortured the ears of everyone present. The aesthetic sense of performers were commendable in some performances to the extent that they could easily qualify for the worst dressed award for the night, if there were any. However, at the Nanyan we glaze over the unbecoming and applaud the one who did great.

In step with the Peking university tradition of grandeur and magnanimity, the event is rumored to have exhausted a budget of 1 Million RMB. Like they say, the more sugar you add, the sweeter it will be. Well the comparison between the welcome even, opening ceremony and this ‘night on the mirror lake’ is the perfect example of this. It was sweeter indeed on Friday night, the 21st of December.

Hopefully everyone enjoyed the night and got them into the festive mood of the season. We wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a joyful New year.

Cheers

Komal Shakeel, Xu Caiwei

